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ACRONYMS/ABBREVIATION

CBOs : Commune Based Organizations

CCF : Coalition of Cambodia Fishers

Cso : Civil Society Organization

FACT : The Fisheries Action Coalition Team

FiA : Fisheries Administration

ICCO : Interchurch Organization for Development Cooperation
ICF : International Christian Fellow

INGOs :Internal Non-Governmental Organizations

MAFF : Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

MLMUPC : Ministry of Land Management, Urban Planning, and Construction
MoE : Ministry of Environment

NGOs : Non-Governmental Organizations

RGC : Royal Government of Cambodia
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WORKSHOP SUMMARY

On 13-14 October, 2011, with funding support from Oxfam Australia, Forum Syd and ICCO, the Fisheries
Action Coalition Team and Fisheries Administration co-organized one and a half day National Workshop on
“Strengthening Flooded Forest Management in the Tonle Sap Region" aimed to monitor the progress
related to preservation, especially flooded forest management in Tonle Sap region. The workshop took
place at International Christian Fellow (ICF) Center with 149 participants, including 50 females, from
relevant key ministries, donor representatives, NGOs, relevant stakeholders, representatives of fishing
community, and university students attended the workshop. (The list of the participants appears in Annex
Il: List of Participants). The workshop was presided over by Mr. Eng Chea San, Deputy Director of General
Department of Fisheries Administration.

There were 9 guest speakers and presenters including Mr. Eng Chea San, Deputy Director of General
Department of Fisheries Administration, Mr. Long Kheng, Department of Wet Land and Coastal Area,
Ministry of Environment, Mr. Om Savath, Executive Director of FACT, Mr. Tieng Sophor, Civil Society
Support Officer, Advocacy and Policy Institute (API), and 4 representatives of fishing community from Tonle
Sap region.

The workshop started with a welcome and thank to the participants for their presence at the workshop and
announcement of the objectives of the workshop. Then, it came to the remarks of Mr. Om Savath followed
by the remarks of Mr. Long Kheng and ended by the remarks of Mr. Eng Chea San. After his remarks, Mr.
Eng Chea San officially announced the opening of the workshop. After the opening was the presentation
sessions which focused on two main parts: 1. the reflection and follow up on the management of flooded
forest around Tonle Sap region, which presented by relevant ministries and local authority, and 2.
experiences on the participation in the protection and preservation of inundated forest at Tonle Sap region,
presented by Cambodian coalition of fishing community and community representatives from Tonle Sap
region. It was noted that Question and Answer sessions were conducted at the end of each part of the
presentation to allow the participants to raise questions to the presenters to clarify what was doubtful.

The most important part of the workshop came at the end. It was the identification of the current activities,
major challenges, and recommendations on how to sustainably control and protect flooded forest at Tonle
Sap Region. It was seen that participants were divided into three groups: 1. fishing community and
commune councils, 2. NGOs, and 3. relevant authority and expertise. Students were allowed to join any
group of the three freely as they wish. Each group was asked to discuss the three given questions: 1.
currently, what have community, NGOs, local authority, and expert institutions been doing to take part in
sustainable flooded forest management? 2. What are the challenges to the participation in sustainable
flooded forest management? 3. What are the recommendations to ensure the sustainability of flooded
forest management at Tonle Sap region? The results from the discussion were combined and actively
discussed to find out best recommendations for future actions.
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INTRODUCTION

Covered approximately from 54,000 hectares to 70,000 hectares, flooded forest in Tonle Sap region plays a
significant role in maintaining Tonle Sap’s sustainable ecology sytem. During the dry season, flooded forest
protects its seeds and it is a place for fish to lay eggs during rainy season. The ecology and economy of
Tonle Sap lake, including Mekong River, is one of the most important hydrosphere systems in the world. It
serves a significant role in enhancing aquatic lives and biodiversity in its fishing area.

However, inundated forest in Tonle Sap region is a hot topic which, often, is raised for discussion pertaining
to the sustainable fisheries management, climate change alleviation, and rich biodiversity preservation
found in the area.

In the last recent years, Samdach Hun Sen, Prime Minister of Royal Government of Cambodia, has strictly
taken action to protect Tonle Sap by issuing regulation 01 to remove dams in Tonle Sap region and defining
area 3 to protect flooded forest. The regulation is being implemented carefully by Tonle Sap authority in
collaboration with Fisheries Administration of MAFF and it is also being cooperated with the five-province
authorities around Tonle Sap. Among the activities to ensure the sustainability of Tonle Sap, it is the work
of Tonle Sap’s authority to continue identifying areas around Tonle Sap. The process defined flooded forest
and low-lying land about 647,000 hectares at Tonle Sap (UNDP-Cambodian Development Report 2011). In
additions, Samdach Hun Sen also signed sub-decree on the creation of flooded forest 647,000 hectares to
become a legitimate protection area. The sub-decree also stated the responsibility of Council of Ministers
to assure the implementation of this sub-decree (Cambodia Daily 31 August, 2001).

To take part in the monitoring on the management and process of preserving flooded forest in Tonle Sap
region, FACT in collaboration with Fisheries Administration co-organized a one and a half day national
workshop on “Strengthening Flooded Forest Management in Tonle Sap region” aimed to monitor the
progress related to preservation, especially flooded forest management in Tole Sap region. The national
workshop was held on 13-14 October, 2011 at IFC center with the participants of 130 from Fisheries
Administration, relevant ministries, donor agencies, fisheries commune councils, fisher community, NGOs,
and relevant stakeholders. The discussion presided over by Mr. Eng Chea San, Deputy Director of General
Department of Fisheries Administration. Fisher community and NGOs representative made use of this
valuable chance to talk with government representatives in terms of how to enhance the flooded forest
management with effective participation of local communities. FACT worked in collaboration with
government agencies, NGOs, and fisher communities to bring about the issues to decision makers.

OBJECTIVES OF THE WORKSHOP

The specific objectives of the workshop were clearly defined:

- toreflect and monitor the management of flooded forest in Tonle Sap region;

- to bring about the issues (both positive and negative) pertaining to inundated forest management
to decision makers; and

- to identify activities and recommendations ensuring the sustainability of inundated forest
management in Tonle Sap region;
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PROCESS OF THE WORKSHOP

On 13-14 October, 2011, FACT in collaboration with Fisheries Administration co-organized a one and a half
day national workshop on “Strengthening Flooded Forest Management in the Tonle Sap region” which
aimed to monitor the progress of flooded forest. This workshop was presided over by Mr. Eng Chea San,
Deputy Director of General Department of Fisheries Administration.

OPENING REMARKS

= Mr. Om Savath, Executive Director of
Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT),
started his speech by expressing his
gratitude to all government representatives,
expert institutions, NGOs representatives,
donor agencies, commune councils, CCF,
community fisher representatives, and all
participants attending the workshop. Then,
he highlighted the importance of flooded
forest to biodiversity and aquatic lives as
well as to the environment and people and
its remarkable decrease and threats caused
by leveling off for agricultural land and other

illegal activities.

He continued that recently Head of the government issued regulation 01 on urgent actions to
protect areas around Tonle Sap region required relevant ministries, institutions, and six provincial
authorities around Tonle Sap region completely remove or adjust technically any basins built in the
area already defined in the strategy. Moreover, there is an action to prevent new land invasion,
inundated forest deforestation, and new building

sin region 2 and 3. At the same time, FACT is dynamically taking part in strengthening communities
by working in collaboration with its civil society networks and relevant stakeholders to promote
better prevention and development of fisheries.

Next, he stated the objectives of the workshop and stated that the use of the natural resource
surely will affect the environment, thus to minimize this negative impact, we have to work together
to fight against all illegal activities being done at the moment. Once again, he thanked Fisheries
Administration, relevant institutions, NGO partners and community fisher who always work closely
with local people. Finally, he showed his excitement to the presence of the all participants and
encouraged them to reflect the management of flooded forest and share the ideas to the
workshop.

=  Mr. Long Kheng, Chief of Multiple-use Office, Ministry of Environment, showed respect to all
delegates and participants and expressed that it has been a privilege for him to be in the workshop.
Then, he highlighted the importance of flooded forest to aquatic lives, Cambodian people, as well
as environment. He stressed that the government has taken great care of flooded forest both
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locally and internationally through the defining of
potential wet land area to fish and birds, the adoption
law on Ramsar convention by National Assembly on
December 24, 1996, becoming a 116™ full member of
Ramsar convention, creating 3 Ramsar areas at Tonle
Sap, Tonle Mekong, and coastal area, creating
biosphere and had it registered with UNESCO,
adoption of Royal Decree on the biosphere, and
creating many protection areas of wet land. He
pointed that the total natural protection area
accounts for 18% of the country. Moreover, he raised

the recent actions taken by the Royal Government of
Cambodia to strictly preserve the wet land being invaded illegally.

He furthered that to effectively preserve the flooded forest at Tonle Sap region, it is required the
participation of relevant institutions, Fisheries Administration and Ministry of Environment, civil
society NGOs, especially community people. At last, he thanked all participants and wished them all
the best.

=  Mr. Eng Chea San, Deputy Director of General Department of Fisheries Administration, thanked and
welcomed all participants in the workshop. He raised the benefits of flooded forest to birds,
environment, aquatic lives, as well as people. He furthered that there was a dramatic decrease of
flooded forest from about 1.7 million hectares in 1960 to approximately 640 thousand hectares at
the present time. One of the main threats to the decline flooded forest is the increase of land price
and food price in 2005.

However, recently the royal government of Cambodia issued regulation 01 aimed to boost the
protection of flooded forest, in particular Tonle Sap region. At the same time, other sub decrees
and circulations to reinforce the implementation were issued.

He emphasized that although rules and guidelines are all in place, but the importance is the
practical action. This requires the participation of : :

relevant institutions, local authorities, civil
society organization, especially local community
to help prevent the flooded forest together. He
believed that this workshop will get useful
information from discussion and presentations in
order to find out key recommendations to help
sustainably preserve flooded forest. Lastly, he
thanked FACT for bringing about such a useful
workshop enabling all key players to meet,
discuss, and explore betters to measures to
enhance the protection of flooded forest. Then,
he announced the workshop was officially open.
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PRESENTATION SESSIONS

PART I: the reflection and follow up on the management of flooded forest around Tonle Sap region

= Mr. Phoeurn Phean, Deputy of Fisheries Affairs
Department, Fisheries  Administration. In his
presentation, he focused on 6 main items: overview
and its benefits, inundated forest in Cambodia,
challenges, prevention, roles of relevant stakeholder,
and recommendations.

o There are about 200 types of fresh
water flooded forest and 50 types of mangrove forest.
The main benefit of this natural resource is to balance
the living of aquatic lives and birds.

o Currently, flooded forest covers 12

provinces in Cambodia and is divided into two types:
fresh water flooded forest, which accounts for 932, 141 hectares located in the provinces
around Tonle Sap region, and mangrove forest, which accounts for 2, 971 hectares located
in 2 provinces of the 4 provinces.

o The major threats to the flooded forest are leveling off and invasion on flooded forest for
agricultural land, the hunting by burning forest, and development on the flooded forest
area.

o Some preventive measures to protect flooded forest are: preventing the invasion on
flooded forest at fishing area, building fortification and preventing forest being fired,
setting up pole to protect flooded forest and mangrove forest, and setting up pole to
protect flooded forest and mangrove forest in community fishing areas.

o In the past, there was participation from local authority, relevant ministries and
institutions, and local people in the prevention of flooded and mangrove forest from the
deforestation but still there illegal activities exist.

o The recommendations are: increase the dissemination of rules and other relevant
guidelines by all means to the community, strengthen fishing community in the protection
of flooded forest, and Ministry of Agriculture, Forest, and Fisheries should be entitled to
know if there is any issue of letters of license to any company or individuals to own land by
any ministry or institution.

(The detail of the presentation appears in the annex of Roles of relevant stakeholders in
flooded forest and mangrove forest protection and preservation)

=  Mr. Long Kheng, Chief of Multiple-use Office, Department of Wet Land and Coastal region, Ministry
of Environment, presented the biodiversity and Tonle Sap biosphere management.

o Natural protected areas defined by royal decree in 1993 and law on natural protected areas
in 1998. He, then, briefly showed the structure of general department of natural protection
and reservation, MoE.

o The core protected areas where rare birds are found and about 200 types of birds are
nesting. Besides those birds, 42 of reptiles and 14 of mammals are found there as well. No
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doubt, Tonle Sap is one of the richest fish rivers in the world where some 215 types of fish
are living at the moment.

o Threats to flooded forest: fishing lots division, burning forest and hunting, leveling off
forest for agricultural land use, change of water level, the development of village at Tonle
Sap region, and the invasion of exotic species such as giant mimosa pigra and water
hyacinth Eichhornia crassipes.

o Activities to protect flooded forest: created a center to control the three core areas and
equipped with tools necessary for use, set up pole and built fortification, conducted
information sharing on environment and laws, established natural protection area
community, and developed core areas management plan.

(The detail of the presentation appears in the annex of biodiversity and management in
Tonle Sap biosphere)

= Ms. Nou Sarim, FACT Officer from Tonle
Sap region, presented the collaboration
between FACT and commune authority,
community and relevant stakeholders in
the participation of the protection and
flooded forest plantation around Tonle
Sap region in 2011. To begin, she briefly
presented vision, mission, target area, and
strategic work of FACT in helping
community fishers in Cambodia. FACT is
working on 27 areas in six provinces
around Tonle Sap region.

To enable all fishers to access to rights and have better a better standard of living, FACT:

o In collaboration with fisheries and environment experts, provide capacity building and
education and communication trainings to community fisher members and CBOs to
understand the rights, roles, law on fisheries and environment management, and other
regulations.

o Coordinates the discussion and dialogues among relevant institutions to find out preventive
measures to put off illegal activities. FACT always conducts case study and investigation on
site to collect information before the meetings.

o Disseminates important information to all people.

Furthermore, FACT takes part in flooded forest plantation, lake preservation management, and
support flooded forest plantation plan and community by providing fund and capacity building.
However, there are challenges such as there is no mechanism to effectively manage planted
flooded forest and limited cooperation of some authorities and expert institutions.
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(The detail of the presentation appears in the annex of Collaboration between FACT and commune
authority, community and relevant stakeholders in the participation of the protection and flooded
forest plantation around Tonle Sap region in 2011)

= Northern inspectorate of Tonle Sap region
S representative from Battambang province. He briefly told
the geography of the province and flooded forest region and
community fishers in this region. Battambang covers a
bigger area of flooded forest among provinces around Tonle

| Sap region. Regarding the protection and preservation,

recently a district and province committee is created to

| protect 9 fishing lots as well as the whole flooded forest.

¥ ',j:, However, there are two most challenging issues: 1. the issue

: ‘- “H“ of license to private sectors which leads to the

- ~ deforestation, 2. a license acknowledged by MoAFF. He

lastly suggested that we should stop issue such license because it is big challenge to effective work
of authority.

There was an active involvement of participants from different institutions. The answers were clarified by
concerned guest speakers. However, there some questions were not answered due to time constrains and
they were not authorization of guest speakers to answer it. The detail of Questions and answers in this
session can be found in the addenda Part I.

Part Il: Experiences on the participation in the protection and preservation of inundated forest at Tonle Sap
region. There three guest speakers presented in this session

=  Mr. Long Sochet, Head of Coalition of Cambodia Fishers, presented the situation of flooded forest
and fishers’ concerns. He told the experience of local community fishers at Tonle Sap region. It was
noted that flooded forest has been decreasing noticeably due to some illegal activities of some
people, the development of new infrastructure such as road building, the use of illegal fishing
equipments, over use of resource. Nevertheless, after the intervention of royal government of
Cambodia by issuing regulation 01, flooded forest situation is getting better and better. He also
reflected the standard of living of community fisher in floating village where they live in a poor
condition because of their expenditure is far more than the income, solely depends on fishing. At
last, he raised some suggestions to Fisheries Administration as well as relevant stakeholders to help
preserve flooded forest and improve the standard living of community fishers.
(The detail of the presentation appears in the annex of Overview of Flooded Forest and Fishers’

concerns)

= Ms. Yong Sa Ngat, community fisher representative from Kampong Por commune, Kampong Svay
district, Kampong Thom province, presented the community’s experience in flooded forest
protection and preservation participation. There were four main points raised in her presentation:
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overview of flooded forest and situation of community fisher in the region; existing problems in the
community caused by the invasion on flooded forest for agricultural land use and the use of illegal
equipments by powerful person; the participation of community and relevant stakeholders by
working with local authority to suppress all illegal activities, sharing information to the local
community on the impacts of deforestation of flooded forest, and participation in consultation
meeting at provincial and national level to seek intervention from relevant institutions; and
challenges faced by the community fisher in the region.

(The detail of the presentation appears in the annex of Experience of community in the participation
in flooded forest protection and preservation, Kampong Thom)

=  Mr. Out Long, community fisher representative from Kampong Por commune, Kror Kor district,
Pursat province, presented the community’s experience in flooded forest protection and
preservation participation. He started his presentation by introducing overview of graphical area of
his commune and general situation of flooded forest in that region. Then, he show some existing
problems occurred which caused by businessmen and local people. At the mean time, actions and
solutions have been taken to suppress those challenges such as on site investigation of authority,
NGOs representative, and other stakeholders. Also, there are meetings to discover causes of the
issues, information sharing to local people to understand the benefits of flooded forest, and
encouraging local community to plant more trees. Lastly, he showed some achievement done in
2010 and 2011 and raised future action plan to preserve flooded forest. (the detail of the
presentation is attached in the annex)

(The detail of the presentation appears in the annex of Experience of community in the participation
in flooded forest protection and preservation, Pursat)

There was an active involvement of participants from different institutions. The answers were clarified by
concerned guest speakers. However, there some questions were not answered due to time constrains and
they were not authorization of guest speakers to answer it. The detail of Questions and answers in this
session can be found in the addenda Part Il.

=  Mr. Teang Sophorn, Civil Society Support Officer, Advocacy and Policy Institute (API), presented
Access to Information. He started by giving general definition of what access to information is, then
moved to the definition of each key words and quoted words of Kofi Anan that “Information is the
power of democracy, causing changes to society and reducing poverty.” He highlighted that Access
to Information is an important basic right for everyone, not only for news agents, scholars, or any
races because information is the food and blood vessels.
Next, he stated the progress and challenges of access to information in Cambodia that currently,
RGC sees that access to information is one of the core elements in good governments, thus
Cambodia needs law on access to information. Moreover, there are 19 organizations strongly
support and cooperate with RGC to develop this law. However, public access to information is
limited. Example, through a survey found that about two third of people in 13 communes in 5
remote provinces do not know the procedure and fee paid for birth registration.
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To continue, he presented the basic guidelines to ensure access to information, and the benefits of
access to information. Before ending his presentation, he pointed out useful information by
underlining some articles in clauses related to rights in Forest and Fisheries Laws.

(The detail of the presentation appears in the annex of Access to Information)

GROUP DISCUSSION

The participants were divided into three groups: 1. fishing community and commune councils, 2. NGOs, and
3. relevant authority and expertise. Students were allowed to join any group of the three freely as they
wish. Each group was asked to discuss the three given questions: 1. currently, what have community, NGOs,
local authority, and expert institutions been doing to take part in sustainable flooded forest management?
2. What are the challenges to the participation in sustainable flooded forest management? 3. What are the
recommendations to ensure the sustainability of flooded forest management at Tonle Sap region?

Results combined from the three group discussions:

Question

Answer

1. Currently, what have community,
NGOs, local authority, and expert
institutions been doing to take part
in  sustainable flooded forest
management?

Disseminate fisheries and environmental laws on the
importance of flooded forest

Reinforce regulation 01 issued by RGC

Establish multi-sectoral committee to be responsible for any
implementation at the commune level

Patrol

2. What are the challenges to the
participation in sustainable flooded
forest management?

Some doers are lawbreakers

There infiltrators, giving information to lawbreakers before
authorities take action, in the multi-sectoral committee

Lack of fund to support the implementation of multi-sectoral
committee

3. What are the recommendations
to ensure the sustainability of
flooded forest management at Tonle
Sap region?

Allow community fishers to take part in fishing lot auction in
2015

Control migrants from other places to illegally fish in the local
area

Strengthen the collaboration between relevant stakeholders
to enhance flooded forest and fishing area management

Advocate supporting flooded forest plantation

Promote and encourage women to participate in resource
management

Reinforce law implementation and punish the lawbreakers
without mercy

Conduct provincial level meeting at least three times a year

Clearly develop management plan and define community
fishing lots
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JOINT STATEMENT BY THE PARTICIPANTS

In the first session of the second day was the discussion the recommendations on Flooded Forest
Management in Tonle Sap region. The participants were asked to provide inputs and make any necessary
changes to the recommendations raised by group discussion on the first day in order to develop joint
statement to send to relevant stakeholders and decision makers. (the detail of the joint statement is
attached in the Annex

BEST PRACTICES AND LESSONS LEARNT

- Set up fortification to observe flooded forest to see if there is any illegal activity made by
lawbreakers such as forest burning, trees deforestation, and so on.

- Set up pole/land mark to protect inundated forest and mangrove forest in fishing community

- Conduct on site observation with the participation of local authority, NGO and INGO
representatives, news agencies, and so on to find out the cause of occurrence.

- Conduct consultation meetings to explore the root causes happened in the region

- Work in collaboration with local authority to disseminate information and educate fisher
community to understand the benefits of inundated forest.

- Encourage fisher community to plant more trees along Tonle Sap bank where flooded forest was
destroyed and burnt.

- Intervention of RGC regarding regulation 01 helps improve the situation of flooded forest

- Flooded forest deforestation was reduced by the defining of region 3

- Establish natural protection community and provincial biodiversity preservation

- Participate in strengthening and preserving existing natural resource

- Build capacity of fisher community so as to they can help protect flooded forest

CHALLENGES

- Thereis no clear mechanisms to effectively control flooded forest by relevant stakeholders

- The and deforestation and invasion on flooded forest for agricultural land use, hunting, and rice
field

- Transform inundated and mangrove forest to be development areas

- The invasion of exotic species such as giant mimosa pigra and wather hyacinth eichornia crassipes

- The overlapping areas between fisher community and rice field of farmer community

- Some fishing lot owners take advantages by re-control the fishing lots withdrawn and further cut
down forest

- Limited sharing on laws to local community people

- Limited cooperation between local authorities and expert institutions in some areas

- Digging canals in the preservation area

RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

- Local authority should know their roles and work professionally

- Authority to strenthen law implementation, especially on lawbreakers

- Expert institutions, particularly fisheries office, to clearly define and set up fishing lot pole in the
fishing community
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- Provide more trainings and technical skills to community people to promote the standard of living
of community people

- Enhance the effectiveness of communication, fishing lot auction, and allow fishing community to
take part in 2015

- Expert institutions to disseminate information widely to community people to let them know the
laws

- Encourage the participation of community people, especially women, in flooded forest
management

- Control migrants from other places to illegally fish and deforest in the local area

- Strengthen the collaboration between relevant stakeholders to enhance flooded forest and fishing
area management

CONCLUSION

The national workshop on “Strengthening Flooded Forest Management in the Tonle Sap Region” was
conducted successfully under active cooperation among participants from various institutions and in a
harmonic environment with fruitful results. The expected outputs were produced. During the one and a
half day, all participants showed their high interest in the workshop topic and they got updated information
shared by distinguish presenters. Moreover, there was a dynamic discussion during plenary discussion and
group discussion. All participants actively expressed their ideas and provided a lot of inputs to the
workshop. These initiatives as well as recommendations will be brought above to the decision makers for
advocacy.

It was noted that a lot of efforts have been made by CSOs to the RGC to eliminate illegal flooded forest
deforestation. With the support of RGC, illegal actions on flooded forest and invasion from the famous
private fishing lot owners are minimized, although it still exists. Fishing communities and local people
remain core groups in the protection and prevention of flooded forest.
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ANNEXES

1. AGENDA OF THE WORKSHOP

Time Activities Approach Facilitator
October 13, 2011
7:00-8:00 Registrations Attendance list Prak Ratana, Chhean
Chhorvy
8:00-8:15 Announcement of workshop objective, Introduction Mr. Chan Rotha,
honorable guests, and anthem Program Manager
Workshop opening
8:15-8:25 Welcome remark by ED of FACT Speech Mr. Om Savath,
Executive Director of
FACT
Remark by MoE representative Speech Mr. Long Kheng, Chief
8:25-8:35 of Multi-use Uffice, MoE
8:35-9:00 Opening remark Speech Mr. Eng Chea San,

Deputy Director of

Fisheries Adminstration

Part I: Reflection/monitoring on Tonle Sap flooded forest management

9:00-9:35 Overview of flooded forest management LCD Presentation Mr. Phoeun Phean,
history in Tonle Sap region and current Department of Fisheries
trend Administration
9:35-9:55 Presentation on biodiversity and LCD Presentation Mr. Long Kheng, MoE
preservation in Tonle Sap region by MoE representative
9:55-10:15 Presentation on flooded forest management | LCD Presentation Northern Tonle Sap
and challenges inspectorate
10:15-10:30 Refreshment
10:30-10:45 Presentation on flooded forest management | LCD Presentation Shouthern Tonle Sap
and challenges inspectorate
10:45-11:15 Presentation the participation in flooded LCD Presentation Ms. Nou Sarim, Tonle
forest protection and preservation in Tonle Sap Coordination Officer
Sap region
11:15:12:00 Question and Answer Plenary Discussion | Mr. Chan Rotha,
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Program Manager

12:00:01:30

Lunch

Part 11: Experience

of participation in Tonle Sap flooded forest resources protection and preservation

01:30-02:00 Information on flooded forest and concerns Mr. Long Sochet, CCF
over flooded forest deforestation in Tonle LCD Presentation Leader
Sap region
02:00-02:30 Presentation on case studies in Tonle Sap Tonle Sap community
flooded forest protection and preservation | LCD Presentation representatives:
— case study in Kampong Kor commune, - Ms. Yorng Sangat
Kampong Thom province and Kampong - Mr. Out Long
Por district, Pursat province
02:30-02:50 Question and Answer Plenary discussion Mr. Chan Rotha
Defining current activities, major Participants will be
02:50-03:15 challenges, and recommendations on divided into 3 groups | Mr. Ouch Mara
sustainable flooded forest management in | to discuss the topics
Tonle Sap region given
03:15-03:30 Refreshment
03:30-04:45 Group presentation LCD Presentation Representative of each
group
04:45-05:00 Summary and conclusion First day summary Mr. EK Chamroeun
report
October 14, 2011
08:00-10:00 Discussion the recommendations on Initiatives and
flooded forest management in Tonle Sap recommendations Mr. Ouch Mara
region on flooded forest
management in
Tonle Sap region
10:00-10:15 Refreshment
10:15-11:15 Information sharing related to law on Mr. Lam Socheat,
communication LCD presentation Deputy Director of
Advocacy and Policy
Institute (API)
11:15-11:30 Workshop summary Summary Mr. EK Chamroeun
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11:30-11:35

Remark by MoE representative

Mr. Long Kheng, Chief
of Multi-use Uffice, MoE

11:35-11:45 Remark by Director of FACT Mr. Om Savath, ED of
FACT
11:45-12:00 Closing remark Mr. Eng Chea San,

Deputy Director of FiA
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2. LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Name List of Participant Attent the Workshop
on Streanthening The Flooded Forest Management in Tonle Shap Region
Date: 13-14 October, 2011

Phone No

Province/City

Organization Position

1 |Seng Sovannarit FiA Division FiA Kampong Chhnang (012 913 745
2 SunYun PNKA PO Kampong Chhnang [077 819 998
3 |Nan Sireyroth RUPP Student Phnom Penh 089 899 812
4 Son Dana RUPP Student Phnom Penh 076 5027072
5 [Tan Seavmey RUPP Student Phnom Penh 077 866 776
6 |[Hom Borey RUPP Student Phnom Penh 097 711 0179
7 |Rim Rath Kunthea RUPP Student Phnom Penh 076 866 6414
8 |Cheang Sokim RUPP Student Phnom Penh 069 697 243
9 |Hout Luc FiA Vice Continence Kampong Thom 011932931
10 |Ang Sokheang RUPP Student Phnom Penh 097 66 8 7180
11 |Un Chanraksa RUPP Student Phnom Penh 097 471 2097
12 |Ros Marady PED Vice Provincal Chief Pursat 092 655 841
13 |Som Chhouk SPFS PCS Pursat 012 325112
14 |Orn Chariya RUPP Student Phnom Penh 097 940 9507
15 |Sol Mesa VSG Field Staff Battambong 077 710917
16 |Keo Savin FACT IT Officer Phnom Penh 097 777 2750
17 |Om Savath FACT ED Phnom Penh 012 858 420
18 |(Sor Sivun PED Vice Provincal Chief Battambong 012 931 346
19 |Nou Sarim FACT CF Siem Reab 012 436 816
20 [Somean Vannakputy PED Vice District Chief Kampong Chhnang [097 337 9118
21 |Ly Kanara PED Vice Provincal Chief Kampong Thom 012 888 003
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22 |Vong Danet RUPP Student Phnom Penh 097 664 4263
23 [San Santa RUPP Student Phnom Penh 070 789 200
24 |Sean Sitha RUPP Student Phnom Penh 010911 017
25 [Ngong Vatey RUPP Student Phnom Penh 012 929 339
26 (Seang Sothervy RUPP Student Phnom Penh 092 996 403
27 |Peng Keovatey RUPP Student Phnom Penh 097 997 4733
28 |Seng Sothea RUPP Student Phnom Penh 092 651 835
29 |Long Keng MoE Chief of Office Phnom Penh 012 828 366
30 |Kev Bophea TVK Camaraman Phnom Penh 012 870 107
31 [Tep Sameth FACT CF Siem Reab 092 502 620
32 [Ngim Sodavy RUPP Student Phnom Penh 016 603 316
33 |Eng Laykoy RUPP Student Phnom Penh 067 329 404
34 |Hout Socheata RUPP Student Phnom Penh 092 787 142
35 |Noun Virak API LOD officer Phnom Penh 012 964 862
36 |Ly Sokunthea VSO Program Manager Phnom Penh 012 256 250
37 |Kim Vanton RUPP Student Phnom Penh 081 652 885
38 |Brak Toy FiA Vice Inspector 016 676 663
39 |Pha Sroy FiA Continence Pursat 017 779 007
40 |Heng Sarin FACT PO Siem Reab 012 810782
41 |Ros Sury FiA Vice Continence Kampong Thom 012 898 398
42 |Hun Vannak Freelancer Phnom Penh 012 222 549
43 |Ang Cheng Ngoun RUPP Student Phnom Penh 089 489 748
44 |Sdeng Karuna RUPP Student Phnom Penh 092 733 873
45 |Hong Sothun RUPP Student Phnom Penh 012 585 631
46 |Ben Bagna RUPP Student Phnom Penh 012 632 249
47 |Ang Siryroth RUPP Student Phnom Penh 089 437 072
48 |Mel Sovannaroth RUPP Student Phnom Penh 092 905 742
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49 |Chor Srey Phors RUPP Student Phnom Penh 017 332 112
50 |Sem Seangly CEPA Staff Phnom Penh 077 450 822
51 |Lang Lou FiA Staff Siem Reab 012 486 922
52 |Sou Chheng RUPP Student Phnom Penh 097 924 2920
53 |Sim Vichit RUPP Student Phnom Penh 012 870 130
54 |Leang Sovichea RUPP Student Phnom Penh 017 390 767
55 |Choung Sophea FiA Vice Continence Battambong 012 603 160
56 |Ki Danet RUPP Student Phnom Penh 077 946 649
57 |Lauren Crothers Cam Daily Reporter Phnom Penh 012 536 629
58 [Tep Suphea RUPP Student Phnom Penh 089 757 270
59 |Ouch Mara FACT PC Phnom Penh 012 699 929
60 |Cheap Sotheary ADHOC Provincal Coordinator  |Sihanouk

61 |Ouk Sophat FACT CF Siem Reab 099911184
62 |Peon Bal FiA Vice Phnom Penh 012 608 168
63 |Chhieng Chhorvy FACT Sraff Phnom Penh 097 485 9242
64 |Chea Socheasopherk FACT FA Phnom Penh 097 333 3846
65 |[Chhang Sarapech FACT Admin Assistance Siem Reab 012 760 081
66 [You Hun Commune Chief Kampong Chhnang [097 661 7702
67 |Phat Phalla Key Fisher Kampong Chhnang [092 268 480
68 |Sim Sern Commune Concilor Kampong Thom 097 733 0204
69 [Touch Buntheoun Key Fisher Kampong Chhnang [092 479 730
70 |Nin Ny Commune Chief Kampong Thom 012 935 290
71 |Chheon Bunton Commune Concilor Siem Reab 097 968 3865
72 |Morm Sarak CCF TFN Kampong Thom 012 373 358
73 |Em Morn Sankat Chief Siem Reab 012 799 436
74 |Lous Lay Commune Chief Siem Reab 012 901 925
75 |Choun Leing Commune Concilor Kampong Chhnang [012 638 553
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76 |Pa Pouch Commune Chief Siem Reab 077 964 311
77 |Chhim Chancy Commune Concilor Pursat 078 927 529
78 |Long Sochet CCF Chief Pursat 011363131
79 |Som Sovan CCF Vice Chief Battambong 077 925 864
80 |Ou Chan Commune Concilor Battambong 017 871051
81 |Chhoun Lan Key Fisher Siem Reab 012 532 651
82 |Ke Sothy CCF Kampong Chhnang [017 916 569
83 |Douch Ta Commune Concilor Battambong 012 354 626
84 |[Eng Kimchhou Key Fisher Kampong Thom 092 346 113
85 |Neang Soveat Key Gender Pursat 092 610 204
86 |Sim Sopagna CCF TFN Kampong Chhnang [092 277 912
87 |Out Long CCF TFN Pursat 017 625 030
88 |Chim Kimron CBO Siem Reab 097 561 4246
89 [Srey Sokha Commune Concilor Kampong Thom 017 416 346
90 |Chem Hou CBO Kampong Thom 097 978 9164
91 |Nov Sochin CBO Pursat 077 493 848
92 |Young Sangat CBO Kampong Thom 097 577 6189
93 |Ros Chylam Commune Concilor Kampong Thom 077 949 856
94 |Yong Yim CCF TFN Banteay Meanchey [097 227 7526
95 |Mov Chanri CBO Banteay Meanchey [087 505 0720
96 [Ket Mey Vice Village Chief Kampong Thom 097 543 7763
97 |Vy Vandy CCF TFN Siem Reab 097 886 4871
98 |Heng Kimleng CBO Siem Reab 097 521 5669
99 |Klouk Sisotha Commune Concilor Pursat 097 668 8725
100 |Veng Savun Commune Concilor Battambong 012 536 961
101 |Hut Han CCF TFN Battambong 092 837 790
102 |Long Peng Vice Village Chief Battambong 092 233 0897
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103 [Heng Monou Commune Chief Kampong Thom 012 647 837
104 |Ou Chan Commune Concilor Battambong 017 871 051
105 |Oum Chhim CCF TFN Siem Reab 012 458 913
106 |Sem Bou CBO Battambong 092947 716
107 |Sambat Samnang Community Member Siem Reab 077 480 988
108 |Chom Hom Commune Concilor Kampong Thom

109 [Seng Phoung CBO Pursat 097 572 6980
110 |Kem Porn CBO Kampong Thom 097 999 9351
111 [Keo San Commune Chief Kampong Chhnang [092 647 211
112 |Prom Sen CBO Pursat 099 255 70
113 |Pen Savet CCF TFN Kampong Chhnang |097 871 4977
114 |Heng Chomroeun Commune Chief Kampong Chhnang [092 538 412
115 |Pelle Gathe FACT TA Phnom Penh 099 215 298
116 |Un Piseth FACT Admin Assistance Phnom Penh 092 650 992
117 |Chin Phanna Commune Chief Kampong Chhnang [012 624 184
118 |Lorn Loum Commune Concilor Battambong 092 428 588
119 |Por Sameon Community Chief Pursat 017 663 923
120 |Kim Koun Commune Concilor Pursat 017 607 979
121 |Oun Thoun CBO Pursat 089 278 031
122 |Eng Kimcheang Reporter DAP 011960424
123 |Sen Davis Reporter PP Post 012 471 222
124 |Chek Ratha CEPA Phnom Penh 098 648 656
125 |Mov Vuthy CCF CFN Koh Kong 016 460 649
126 |Meak Sareon CCF CFN Sihanouk 097 666 7792
127 |Ear Heon CCF CFN Sihanouk 097 666 3747
128 |Houk Pean Commune Concilor Sihanouk 017 866 488
129 |Sok Kimsan Commune Concilor Sihanouk
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130 [Sek Tong CCF MFN Kratie 097 603 9798
131 |Leng Bou CCF MFN Prey Veng 092 843 344
132 [Hou Mengly CCF MFN Stung Treng 099 324 222
133 Vun Vut CCF MFN Kampong Cham 012 223 079
134 |Rim Mouser CCF CFN Sihanouk 012 321 145
135 |Louch Chamdalin FACT Admin and Account Sihanouk 016 792 095
136 |Chhit Norn Commune Chief Kratie 012 285 053
137 |[Ek Chomreoun FACT PC Sihanouk 077 458 152
138 |Ming Bunly FACT PC Siem Reab 012 674 638
139 [Try Chhoun ADHOC staff Kampot 092 820 988
140 |Lougn Vuthy FiA Continence Banteay Meanchey (012 892 174
141 |[Som Samun CCF CFN Koh Kong 077 619 599
142 |Kov Van Commune Chief Koh Kong 011554 156
143 |Lou Chhean CCF CFN Kampot 012 248 635
144 [Kim Phy CCF CFN Kampot 097 329 3148
145 |Lan Samorn CCF CFN Kampot 017 345 216
146 |[Yong Bunny G-Fish Comm and Net Spec Phnom Penh 012 500 142
147 |Brak Soy FiA Vice Inspector Pursat 016 676 665
148 |Ros Vuthy FIA Vice Inspector 012 898 338
149 |Set Tong Key Fisher Stung Treng 097 603 9790
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3. JOINT STATEMENT MADE BY THE PARTICIPANTS: Strengthening Flooded Forest
Management In Tonle Sap Region

Kingdom of Cambodia

Nation Religion King

3k 3k 3k 3k 3k %k %k %k %k 3k %k %k %k k

Joint Recommendations and Suggestions
on

“Strengthening Flooded Forest Management in Tonle Sap region”

We all are fishers (Tonle Sap, coastal, and Mekong Cambodia regions), NGOs, commune authorities,
Fisheries Administration Officers, Ministry of Environment’s Officers, and students from department of
Environment, Science Faculty, Royal University of Phnom Penh. By working together as a network for
sustainable fisheries resources and standard of living of fishers countrywide in response to the real
situation, fishers and relevant stakeholders have been promoting discussion meetings and providing
information from community level to commune, district, provincial, and national levels in order to find
mutual solutions.

On 13-14 October, 2011, a national workshop on “Strengthening Flooded Forest Management in Tonle Sap
region” was held under funding support of Oxfam Australia, Forum Syd, and ICCO. There were 149
participants, 50 females, attended the workshop. They were fisher representatives from the three regions:
Tonle Sap, coastal, and Mekong Cambodia, NGOs, commune authorities, Fisheries Administration Officers,
Ministry of Environment’s Officers, and students from department of Environment, Science Faculty, Royal
University of Phnom Penh, and donor agencies.

As a result, the workshop found that flooded forest in Tonle Sap region plays a significant role in
maintaining a sustainable ecology system, tourism, culture, economy of the country. However, flooded
forest in Tonle Sap region is a hot topic which, often, is raised for discussion pertaining to the sustainable
fisheries management, climate change alleviation, and rich biodiversity preservation found in the area.

In the last recent years, Samdach Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of Royal
Government of Cambodia, has strictly taken actions to protect Tonle Sap by issuing regulation 01 to remove
dams in Tonle Sap region and defining area 3 to protect flooded forest. Recently, on May 22, 2011, he
issued a regulation 01 on the actions to eradicate the anarchy of using fishing tools and construction across
the river, streams, canals, and lakes in the provinces around Tonle Sap. He also issued sub-decree dated on
August 29, 2011 on ... flooded forest amount 647.406 hectares located in 6 provinces around Tonle Sap
region (Kampong Chhnang, Pursat, Battam Bang, Baneay Meanchey, Siem Reap, and Kampong Thom). The
regulation and sub-decree are being implemented carefully by Fisheries Administration of Ministry of
Agriculture, Forest, and Fisheries (MAFF) in collaboration with five-province authorities around Tonle Sap.

To take part in the monitoring on the management and process of preserving flooded forest in Tonle Sap
region, FACT in collaboration with Fisheries Administration co-organized a one and a half day national
workshop on “Strengthening Flooded Forest Management in Tonle Sap region”.
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The workshop raised the recommendations and suggestions as following:

1. Local authority should know their roles and work professionally

2. Authority to strengthen law implementation, especially on lawbreakers

3. Expert institutions, particularly fisheries office, to clearly define and set up fishing lot pole in the
fishing community

4. Provide more trainings and technical skills to community people to promote the standard of living
of community people

5. Enhance the effectiveness of communication, fishing lot auction, and allow fishing community to
take part in 2015

6. Expert institutions to disseminate information widely to community people to let them know the
laws

7. Encourage the participation of community people, especially women, in flooded forest
management

8. Control migrants from other places to illegally fish and deforest in the local area

1. Strengthen the collaboration between relevant stakeholders to enhance flooded forest and fishing
area management

To ensure the management and fisheries resources utilization, with the participation of communities,
fishers and workshop participants would like to raise suggestions to Fisheries Administration, MAFF to
review and solve the problems favorably.

Phnom Penh, 14 October, 2011

Attachments:

- List of participants in the national workshop

Recipients:
- Office of Council of Ministers
- H.E Deputy Prime Minister, Minster of Ministry of Interior
- H.E Dr. Minister of MAFF
- Ministry of Environment
- District Fisheries Administration around Tonle Sap region
- Provincial cabinets around Tonle Sap region

(to be informed)

- Archive
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4. ADDENDA: Questions and Answers during plenary discussion

Part I:

a. Q: When does the commune action plan develop? Who are involved in? Will it be shared to the
people?
A: The action plan development ended since 2009 and we started doing it in September, 2008.
There are three parts: Tonle Sap biosphere facilitation and management, improving and
strengthening fisheries community, and biodiversity conservation. This action plan was developed
by a consultant from a private company with the involvement of relevant stakeholders of all level
from commune to national level by creating a working group at each level with the participation of
concern institutions — MoE, MAFF, and MLMUPC. This action plan was shared widely through a
workshop. However, we are not sure how effectively the commune level implements this action
plan.

b. Q: Regarding [land] license issuance, who has the authorization to issue? Is it legally used? Does the
RGC have any action on this issue?
A: We issue license based on the law and the authority at village or commune level are not entitled
to issue this license. Previously, we always get confused between certificate and permission letter.
We should aware of and obey the laws together.

¢. Q: What would be causes of the poor in Tonle Sap region? Do you have any plans to deal with this
issue? Is the law ineffectively implemented causing a lot of issues raised by guest speakers?
A: It's hard to answer but it might be the poor migrants who move to live there and it’s not only
local people do fishing but other people from other places come to fish as well. Currently, RGC has
taken actions to deal with this issue.

d. Q: Can people cross the thirty five fishing lots withdrawn by the authority?
A: Yes, people can cross those fishing lots but they cannot do fishing using any fishing equipment
tools to fish there. However, we can do fishing in any lakes granting to people by complying with
the law.

e. Q: Which type of fishing community is greatly affected when losing flooded forest? What are the
effects of water change to flooded forest?
A: It affects some certain type of trees to grow up as well as it causes forest fire.

f. Q: What does RAMSAR convention mean and how does RAMSAR area connect to flooded forest?
A: Convention is a formal and unforceful agreement while RAMSAR area is a place created to be
protected under RAMSAR convention.

g. Q: What are the effects of water hyacinth Eichhornia crassipes?
A: It’s hard for young trees to grow up and it also affects biodiversity as well.

h. Q: Do relevant ministries work cooperatively to define flooded forest area? How do relevant
ministries do to prevent flooded forest land encroachment?
A: (No answer)
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Part ll:

a. Q: Can you share difficulties and experience on how to prevent basin creation? What did woman do
to participate in coping with this issue?
A: As agricultural crops is more important, so not many people care about fisheries. We find it hard
to manage this issue. Previously, woman took part in preventing through advocacy by calling upon
lawbreakers to make agreement not to do it again.

b. Q: Flooded forest is still threatened by human in local areas. What are the NGOs that are
implementing the projects doing?
A: We cannot succeed 100%. We have disseminated information widely but some people still break
the law although they know it.

c. Q: Do the floating village affect flooded forest? If yes, how does it affect? Does MoE have any
guidelines to cope with it?
A: Yes, nowadays it affects the flooded forest as the population is increasing. What we are trying to
do is to suggest government to provide land for building house.

d. Q: Do the experiences done by fishing community ensure sustainable prevention?
A: It is just a part to help reduce illegal actions by cooperating with local authority because
community people are not main actors in doing this work.

e. Q: Do we have any action to punish lawbreakers?
A: As a community people, we have no rights to punish them but we can report the case to local
authority.
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5. SLIDE PRESENTATIONS

a. Roles of relevant stakeholders in flooded and mangrove forest protection and preservation
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b. Biodiversity and management in Tonle Sap biosphere
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Collaboration between FACT and commune authority, and relevant stakeholders
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d. Overview of Flooded Forest and Fishers’ concerns
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e. Experience from fisher community, Kampong Thom
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f. Experience from fisher community, Pursat
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g. Access to Information
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National Workshop on “Strengthening Flooded Forest Management in the Tonle Sap Region”
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